August 16: Liverpool man writes the Staff about radio interferences

On August 16, A.G.Bullen of 29, Newstead Road, Liverpool, wrote a letter to the Swedish Consul in Liverpool which finally ended with the Swedish military attaché in London and was forwarded (Sept. 5) to Col. Kempff of the Defence Staff´s foreign department. Bullen wrote: 

Rocket bombs on Sweden

Dear Sirs, 
In case the matter is of interest to you I noticed during the German bombardment of London with their V-weapons; especially the V-2 rockets, that a particular form of interference with radio reception occurred and the amount of such interference indicated the intesity of the bombardment that night. Press reports simply reported the fact that rockets had reached London in large or small numbers. 

I noticed similar radio interference about the end of June this year and in a note to the Press commented on the fact that some experiments were taking place with rockets. Later the newspapers reported the rockets reaching Sweden. 

Last night [August 15] I noticed the same interference with radio reception so wrote to the Liverpool Echo stating that despite the report of Sweden granting a loan of £70 millions to Russia -- the indications were that more rockets would reach Sweden. If they had reports today bearing on that point would they publish the fact. 

Tonight you may have noticed the [Liverpool] Echo report of a rocket exploding over the town of Malmoe and the authorities are seeking fragments of the rocket-bomb. The item appeared in the later editions of the Echo and my letter which would not be collected from the posting box before 8.30 am today probably anticipated the receipt of the news item from Sweden. I think the Echo people will be satisfied with the evidence that there is a connection between radio interference and rocket bombardment of Sweden. The matter porbably will interest your authorities in Sweden in which event I may be able to supply some detailed information. 

I might state that I have no connection with any official department in this, or other country. I am a technician who has a Security sense. Many very interesting things have previously been discovered by noting the unusual with radio reception during the war  which appears to be suspended rather then ended. 

Yours faithfully, /signed/  A.G.Bullen.” 

This intriguing letter was sent, by Major Nils Ahlgren of the Air Defence department, to the top secret Defence Radio Institution (FRA), for their comments, with notes about three sightings that had occured in the evening of August 15.

Commander Torgil Thorén, head of FRA returned the letter on Sept. 30 with the following note: ”Returned to Fst/L (Defence Staff/Air Defence department) asking that more information be obtained from Mr Bullen, particularly concerning the frequency areas where disturbances have appeared and their character.” 

It took some time, but on October 23, Lieutenant Colonel F.Strömberg of the Defence Staff´s attaché bureau directed these questions to the military attaché in London, Lieutenant Colonel A.E.Francke. It is not known if there ever was a request to Mr.Bullen for more information. 

Source: Documents in Defence Staff files.
 

